
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2024JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2025MARCH / APRIL 2025

VE DAY 80



2 of 

FROM THE CHAIR
Cllr. Matthew Evans has written an 
article examining the Parish Council 
precept for the forthcoming year which 
can be found on Page 8.  The good 
news is, despite the financial 
constraints we have been able to 
present a balanced budget and the 
precept will not be increasing in the 
next financial year.

There are two events to celebrate the 
80th Anniversary of Victory in Europe 
Day.  The details of the buffet lunch 
and film screening can be found on 
page 6 and those of the evening event, 
organised by the events team at Norton 
and Cuckney Village Hall, can be found 
on page 12.  Information about booking 
places/tickets for these events can be 
found in the articles.

I have received a number of enquiries 
from residents about glass recycling 
and I hope the article on the next page 
goes some way to explaining the 
current arrangements.

The Parish Council will be purchasing 
two new noticeboards for Cuckney.  
We have returned to the original 
supplier, a craftsman who makes these 
solid oak noticeboards to order.  
Unfortunately, as a sole trader, he 
cannot install the noticeboards, so  if 
anyone in the community (or you know 
of anyone) has the skills to install these 
boards - one on Jac’s cafe and one at 
the church - please get in touch.

Thanks to some fabulous knitters and 
crocheters, the pile of poppies for our 
poppy drive is growing as we speak.  

Patterns can be found in the jan/feb 
edition of the community newsletter but 
feel free to use your own.  Felt poppies 
would be equally welcome.

Despite the piles currently sitting on my 
ironing board, we still need loads more.  
The Welbeck Crafters (formerly the 
WoW Craft Group) have agreed to get 
involved, are already knitting furiously 
and are dedicating one of their sessions 
to this project.  

Knit and knatter planning sessions at 
Norton and Cuckney Village Hall will be 
announced once the Trustees have a 
better idea of when works on the hall 
will be occurring. 

A selection of knitted and crocheted poppies.  With 
special thanks this month to Kay Brown (who has a 

great stash of fabulous yarn - who else knits chenille 
poppies?) and Hazel Scraton (the fastest knitter in 

Shirebrook)
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PARISH COUNCIL 
CHANGE OF MEETING 

DATE

The Parish Council has decided to change 
its meeting date from the second thursday 
in the month to the first Wednesday to 
accomodate the needs of Councillors.  

The next meeting of the Council will 
therefore be held on Wednesday, 5th 
March.  Please see the community diary 
for further details.

Additionally, December meetings are 
poorly attended because of the busyness 
of the season.  Therefore the Council has 
decided not to meet in December in future.

Please see the Parish Council or Village 
Hall facebook pages or the Village Hall 
facebook for updates on these sessions 
prior to the release of the next magazine.

A reminder that the Plant and Craft Fair 
will be returning on Saturday, 29th March 
from 11am to 3 pm.  This event has 
proved very popular with stall-holders 
and lots of them will be visiting this event 
for the first time. 

 The Fair will also showcase the skills of 
the cake ladies and there will be the 
opportunity to try your luck with the raffle 
(well-worth it as there are some lovely 
prizes) and the tombola. Details can be 
found on page 5.

Cllr. Nancy Wright
Chair

GLASS RECYCLING

Councillors have recently received 
enquiries about lack of access to glass 
recycling - an issue that became 
especially acute over the Christmas 
and New Year period.
 
The glass recycling banks used to be 
located in the village hall car park until 
a couple of years ago.  

Unfortunately, when the design of both 
the containers and the width of the 
lorries changed, lorries could no longer 
access the village hall car park safely 
to deposit their load.

There are very few accessible spaces 
in the village in which to host such a 
facility.  

The cricket club agreed to the 
placement of the recycling bins in their 
car park but unfortunately, this does 
mean that some gymnastics are 
needed when the cricket club gate is 
closed.  The bins cannot be put in front 
of the gate as this would mean their 
placement on a public highway.

Residents are reminded that there is 
an additional glass recycling facility 
close by in the car park of the Jug & 
Glass pub in Nether Langwith.

A further reminder that if you wish to 
recycle unwanted clean clothing, bed 
sheets, towels, pillow cases and paired 
shoes, there is a bank in Norton and 
Cuckney Village Hall Car Park.
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NORTON AND CUCKNEY VILLAGE HALLNORTON AND CUCKNEY VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall team have made use 
great use of the winter months, 
undertaking necessary work to the 
building and preparing for another year of 
events. 

Almost all of the old pipework and 
heating system have been removed, in 
preparation for the new heating system. 
All of the lights are now back in action 
until one, invariably, stops working again.

I am pleased to announce that with the 
support of Bassetlaw District Council, 
Norton, Cuckney, Holbeck and Welbeck 
Parish Council and the Cooperative 
Community Fund, the Village Hall has 
the necessary funds to complete the 
remaining priority repairs to the hall as 
well as redecorate in our upcoming DIY 
SOS event on Saturday 15th March. At 
the time of writing, we have had positive 
news on two further grants, which, if 
confirmed, will allow us to fully rewire the 
hall, install energy efficient lighting and, 
most importantly, have a heating solution 
fit for the future. We are almost there and 
thank you all for your support!

Within a few weeks of the Quiz Night 
tickets going on sale, we had sold out 
and had to introduce a waiting list. I’m 
sorry if you missed out on tickets this 
time, but this popular event will return 
and you can still support the Village Hall 
this month by going along to the Plant 
and Craft Fair at Lady Margaret Hall on 
Saturday 29th March.

The Parish Council will be taking care of 
the community’s daytime VE Day 
celebrations, before the Village Hall

team takeover in the evening. We will 
be running a 1940s themed evening, 
with Pie and Peas (due to popular 
demand), a bar,  music and dancing 
from the era. We’ll also be ringing the 
church bells at 9pm, along with lighting 
a beacon to celebrate this important 
anniversary. There will be a short quiz 
and bingo, both with a theme from the 
era and prizes, to remember how the 
Second World War touched every 
facet of our lives. Dress from the era is 
optional, but encouraged, as you 
might just win our fancy dress 
competition!

Tickets will be £10 a person and will 
be available from myself or Jac’s Café, 
with profits from ticket sales going to 
the Royal British Legion. I look forward 
to seeing as many of you there as 
possible.

This is just the start of what should be 
a fantastic year for the Village Hall and 
the community. Another reminder that 
we are holding a fashion show on 
Friday 4th July, so please contact any 
of the Village Hall trustees if you would 
like to volunteer to be a model, as it is 
set to be a positive, empowering and 
most of all fun evening.

Thank you all once again for taking the 
time to read this and for your 
continued support. I look forward to 
sharing further updates soon!

Cllr Conor Marples
Chair

Norton and Cuckney Village Hall 
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The Parish Council  looks forward to welcoming you to an event to be held on 
the afternoon of Thursday, 8th May at Norton and Cuckney Village Hall.  

A buffet lunch, served up by Cathy Brown and her wonderful helpers will be 
available from 1.00pm.

Lunch will be followed by a screening of ‘A Royal Night Out’, a tale of what 
might have happened when the young Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret 

Rose ventured out of of Buckingham Palace to mingle with the crowds on the 
evening of VE Day.

This event is free but there will be an opportunity to make a donation to the 
Royal British Legion.

In order to help us plan the catering, please could you call or text Nancy on 
07967632617 by Thursday, 24th April at the latest in order to book your place.

VE DAY 80 BUFFET LUNCH AND SCREENING
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DIY SOS
VILLAGE HALL RE-PAINT

on Saturday, 15th March 2025 
from 

9:00AM to 6:00 PM

The votes were cast!  The 
colour chosen by popular vote 

was ...
‘Miss Maggie’

To celebrate village halls 
week, please come along and 
support community repaint.  
Bring any spare brushes, 

rollers, paint trays and dust 
sheets.

Don’t forget to bring some old 
clothes to change into.

This event has been sponsored 
by a grant from District 
Councillor Charles Adams
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PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT

Parish Council Announces 
Reduction in Precept 
Following Financial 

Stabilization

The Parish Council is pleased to 
announce that, following a period of 
financial reassessment and responsible 
management, it has taken the decision 
to lower the precept for the upcoming 
financial year. This decision comes after 
successfully resolving past financial 
challenges and securing a stable 
financial footing for the future.

A Commitment to Responsible 
Governance

Over recent years, the Parish Council 
has worked diligently to address various 
financial hurdles that required careful 
planning, strategic decision-making, and 
prudent budget management. Through 
a combination of cost-saving initiatives, 
improved financial oversight, and 
securing additional funding sources, the 
Council has not only overcome these 
challenges but has also placed the 
community’s finances in a stronger and 
more sustainable position.

The resolution of these financial matters 
has enabled the Council to shift its 
focus from addressing short-term 
concerns to planning for long-term 
stability and growth. With a clearer 
financial outlook, the decision was 
made to pass these benefits on to 
residents in the form of a reduced 
precept.

Easing the Burden on Residents

The Council recognises the ongoing cost-
of-living pressures faced by households and 
understands that every reduction, however 
small, can contribute to easing financial 
burdens. By reducing the precept, the 
Parish Council aims to provide some relief 
to local taxpayers while maintaining the 
high standard of services and facilities that 
the community relies upon.

It is important to note that this decision has 
been taken with careful consideration to 
ensure that essential services remain 
unaffected. The Council has implemented 
efficiency measures and identified areas 
where savings can be made without 
compromising the quality or availability of 
services.

Strategic Financial Planning for the 
Future

Looking ahead, the Parish Council remains 
committed to prudent financial 
management. A key focus will be 
maintaining a balanced budget while 
continuing to invest in projects that enhance 
the community’s infrastructure and well-
being. By securing stable revenue streams 
and managing expenditures effectively, the 
Council aims to avoid financial uncertainty 
in future years while still delivering on its 
commitments to residents.

The reduction in the precept marks a 
significant milestone for the Parish Council, 
reflecting its dedication to both financial 
responsibility and community support. This 
positive development is a testament to the 
hard work and determination of Council 
members, staff, and community partners 
who have contributed to ensuring long-term 
fiscal stability.
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Continuing Engagement with the 
Community

The Parish Council remains committed to 
transparency and engagement with 
residents regarding financial matters and 
decision-making. Community input 
remains vital, and the Council 
encourages residents to participate in 
meetings, share feedback, and stay 
informed about future initiatives.

While the reduction in the precept may 
not represent a drastic change in 
household finances, it symbolizes the 
Council’s commitment to supporting the 
community in any way possible. This 
step, alongside other ongoing efforts to 
enhance local services and amenities, 
reflects the Council’s dedication to 
improving the quality of life for all 
residents.

Conclusion

The Parish Council is proud to deliver this 
positive news and remains steadfast in its 
commitment to responsible governance, 
financial stability, and community welfare. 
By taking a strategic and measured 
approach to financial management, the 
Council has been able to pass savings on 
to residents while ensuring the continued 
provision of essential services.

Residents are encouraged to reach out 
with any questions or concerns and to 
engage with the Council in shaping the 
future of the community. Together, we 
can continue building a stronger, more 
resilient, and financially secure parish for 
everyone.

Cllr Matthew Evans



STANDARD OF INTERNET 
SERVICE IN HOLBECK

It has been brought to the Parish Council’s 
attention that the residents of Welbeck, 
Holbeck Woodhouse and in particular Holbeck 
itself are receiving a substandard Internet 
service via their service provider Sharp’s I.T 
Systems. 

Living in a rural area, we pay a high premium 
for a system which provides a very basic 
service.  This is not acceptable in the 2020’s 
when many have to work from home.

Multiple person households with multiple 
devices place too much demand on an 
inadequate system.  Speeds are meant to be 
around 20mbps, but it averages at around 
4mbps.The service goes down frequently, 
often for 1-2 hours and recently a resident has 
not had internet for the last 2 weeks!

1 mile away in Creswell, the Open Reach 
Network supports speeds of 900mbps and 
have fibre optic connections. 

With the ever-growing demands for price 
increases, action needs to be taken.  The 
Parish Council (who were involved in funding 
the setup of this system initially) have made 
seeking to resolve these issues a priority.  Cllrs 
Gemma Palmer and Nancy Wright will be 
knocking on doors and surveying the issues in 
the coming weeks.  Information needs to be 
obtained in order to raise our concerns with 
OFCOM, the District Council and our local MP.

We would like you to share your experiences 
with Sharp’s I.T Systems, your feedback would 
be greatly appreciated and help support our 
aim of getting back Online!  In the meantime, if 
you are able to send any details about any 
issues you may be experiencing, please email 
Nancy Wright (contact details on the back 
page)

Cllr Gemma Palmer

DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS
Norton is currently the only village not 
covered by access to a defibrillator within 
the recommended timescale.  

This matter has been under consideration by 
the Parish Council for a number of years.

Power is needed to keep the defibrillator 
battery warm in colder weather and to power 
the security features and internal lights.  

The old shop in Norton was considered as a 
site and still has power but the cabinet would 
have stuck out too far over the narrow 
pavement to be safe if placed at the front of 
the building and would have restricted 
access to residents if placed to the side.  

The phone box in Norton was the only other 
candidate for consideration but the power 
had been cut off when the phone box was 
decommissioned.

The Parish Council Clerk has been in 
contact with the National Grid and work will 
proceed to restore the electricity supply to 
the phone box in Norton imminently.  The 
phone box will be used to store and power a 
new defibrillator.

As with the telephone box in Holbeck, the 
Parish Council would be keen to support the 
setting up of a community library if there is 
enthusiasm from residents (see seperate 
article on Page 11)

As a reminder - Cuckney’s defibrillators are 
located at the exterior of the Cricket Club 
and at the front of the Greendale Oak.

Holbeck/Welbeck’s are at Lady Margaret 
Hall, the Welbeck Farm Shop and on the 
exterior of the old post office in Holbeck 
Woodhouse.

Cllr Kelvin Wright
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HOLBECK TELEPHONE 
BOX

The telephone box in Holbeck is being 
decomissioned and the Parish Council has 
received an offer to purchase it for £1.

Given this, the Council has decided to 
purchase the box and is considering  
innovative ideas about what to do with it.  

The most popular idea on the table is the 
setup of a community library, although this 
will need considerable work. 

If you would be interested in leading or 
assisting in the setup of a community library, 
please feel free to contact a Councillor.

Cllr Nancy Wright
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A POEM FOR SPRING
Hello to all at Norton, Cuckney, 
Holbeck and Welbeck, hoping all is 
feeling a bit more pleasant as the 
daylight increases each day.
 
We are now well into the beginning 
of 2025 and signs of spring a making 
an appearance as everything starts 
to prepare for Spring.

It’s wonderful to see how nature 
plots its own course and I think this 
is an encouragement for us to 
witness how God’s creation is 
always resilient no matter how much 
we try to intervene.
 
Sometimes when the days appear 
brighter and everything seems to 
start waking up, it may encourage us 
to take a moment to one side in quite 
reflection.

Mindfulness, we are told, is good for 
our mental wellbeing and I am a big 
believer in this as I often practice it 
as part of my spiritual life in following 
Christ.
 
This has prompted me in this 
publication to share with you a 
beautiful poem that one of our 
parishioners in Holbeck, Terry 
Thompson, wrote just recently very 
early one morning.

Terry has served as  a faithful 
Church warden for St Winifred’s and 
has also been a loyal servant to the 
community for many years.

Her words in this poem are therefore 
both wise and deeply comforting, a 
tonic we may all need in the times 
when we can feel weary and in need 
of some refreshment :

What is God Like ?
 

God is like my old geranium,
A friendly face to borrow;

Not a morning Glory, 
here today and gone tomorrow.

 
God is ever faithful;
God is always true,

Just take a moment to talk to Him;
He will come to you.

 
In winter take him in with care;

In spring you’ll find He’ll still be there,
In summer know the joy of Him;

In autumn give him rest.
 

No matter what the season;
A true friend is the best,
That is what God is like -

A true friend.
 

Terry Thompson
 

Take care everyone,

Revd. Nigel Stones



The winners in December were 
Angela Bierton (no. 12) and Vanessa 

Morris (no. 49)

The winners in January were
Cathy Harrison (no. 21) and David 

Ibbotson (no. 59)  

 CHURCHYARD 100 
CLUB WINNERS
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THE HISTORY SOCIETY

In February, Mark Dawson gave a 
fascinating talk about the history of 
Henderson’s Relish.

The March speaker is Chris Weir whose 
talk is entitled ‘ Secrets & Mysteries of 
Nottinghamshire’ and in April we have 
Steve Wright telling us about ‘ The Mining 
Memories of Creswell & Mines of 
Nottinghamshire’ . 

Both meetings to be held at Cuckney 
Cricket Club on the second Monday of the 
month with the usual charge of £5 which 
includes light refreshments, all guests are 
welcome.  

Richard BowerST MARY’S ANNUAL 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

AND NEW ELECTORAL ROLL

The meeting will be held during the 
service on Sunday, 16th March at 10.30 
am.  This is when we elect our 
Churchwardens and members of the 
Church Council.  This year we are 
required to renew the Church Electoral 
Roll.  This is done every six years.  Every 
one who wishes to be listed on St. Mary’s 
or St. Winifred’s rolls needs to complete a 
new application form.  St Mary’s new roll 
will come into operation on March 2nd and 
St Winifred’s on March 23rd.

St Mary’s forms are available from Sheila 
Brailsford and should be returned as soon 
as possible.    St Winifred’s are available 
from Sheila Smith.

Cllr Sheila Brailsford



Sunday,  2nd March 10.30 am Holy Communion  - 1 before Lent St Winifred’s, Holbeck

Friday, 21st March from 7.00 
pm

Quiz Night - Pie and Pea Norton and Cuckney Village 
Hall

Sunday, 27th April 10.30 am Morning Prayer - Easter 2 St Mary’s, Cuckney

Sunday, 9th March 10.30 am Morning Prayer - Lent 1 St Mary’s, Cuckney

Monday, 10 March  7.30 pm The History Club Cuckney Cricket Club

Saturday, 15th March from 9.00 
am to 6.00 pm

DIY SOS Village Hall Norton and Cuckney Village 
Hall

Sunday, 16th  March 10.30 am Holy Communion - Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting - Lent 2

St Mary’s, Cuckney

Wednesday, 19th March 2.00 
pm

The Villagers Group Cuckney Cricket Club

Sunday, 16th  March 10.30 am Morning Prayer - Book of Common 
Prayer - Lent 2

St Winifred’s, Holbeck

Saturday, 29th March from 
11:00 am to 3.00pm

Plant and Craft Fair Lady Margaret Hall, Welbeck

Sunday 23rd March 10.30 am Morning Prayer - Lent 3 St Mary’s, Cuckney

Sunday, 6th April 10.30 am Holy Communion - Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting - Lent 5

St Winifred’s, Holbeck

Sunday, 30th March 10.30 am Holy Communion, Mothering 
Sunday

St Mary’s, Cuckney

Sunday, 13th April 10.30 am Morning Prayer - Palm Sunday St Mary’s, Cuckney

Monday, 14th April 7.30 pm The History Club Cuckney Cricket Club

Friday, 18th April 10.30pm Good Friday St Ann’s, Worksop

Sunday, 20th April 10.30 am Holy Communion, Easter Sunday St Mary’s, Cuckney

Wednesday, 16th April 2.00pm The Villagers Group Cuckney Cricket Club

Sunday, 4th May 10.30 am Holy Communion - Easter 3 St Winifred’s, Holbeck

Wednesday, 5 March 7.00 pm Full Parish Council Meeting The Education Room, Harley 
Gallery

Wednsday, 2nd April 7.00 pm Full Parish Council Meeting The Education Room, Harley 
Gallery

Wednesday, 5 March 7.00 pm Ash Wednesday St Mary’s Cuckney

Thursday, 17th April 7.00 pm Holy Communion, Maundy 
Thursday

St Winifred’s, Holbeck
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Kimberley Walker
EMAIL clerk@nortoncuckneyholbeck
welbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk  
CALL 01623700483

Cllr. Nancy Wright (Chair)
EMAIL cllr.nancy.wright@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk  
CALL 07967632617

Cllr. David Wall (Vice-Chair)
EMAIL cllr.david.wall@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr. Sheila Brailsford
EMAIL cllr.sheila.brailsford@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk  
CALL 01623 843195

Cllr. Jackie Cuckson
EMAIL cllr.jackie.cuckson@nortoncuc
kneyholbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr. Stacie Cuckson
EMAIL cllr.stacie.cuckson@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk  
CALL 07525 437932

Cllr. Matthew Evans
EMAIL cllr.matthew.evans@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk 
CALL 07511 904014

Cllr. Conor Marples
EMAIL cllr.conor.marples@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr. Gemma Palmer
EMAIL cllr.gemma.palmer@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk  
CALL 07305 832402

Cllr.James Palmer
EMAIL cllr.james.palmer@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk  
CALL 07305 832497

Cllr. Kelvin Wright
EMAIL cllr.kelvin.wright@nortoncuckney
holbeckwelbeckparishcouncil.gov.uk 
CALL 07568 445717

 Parish Council Contacts

 District / County
Cllr Charles Adams [District]
CALL 07795 565611
EMAIL charles.adams@cllr.bassetlaw.gov.uk

Cllr Nigel Turner [County]
WRITE       Notts County Council, County Hall, West 

      Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7QP 
CALL       07811 512763
EMAIL       cllr.nigel.turner@nottscc.gov.uk

 Dog Fouling / Fly-Tipping
Enforcement Officers from Bassetlaw Council will 
prosecute dog-owners who persistently do not clear up 
after their dogs.  

The Officers will patrol areas that receive the most reports 
via the Bassetlaw website.  The more incidents that are 
reported, the more likely it is that something will be done.  
The system is simple to use;  bassetlaw.gov.uk/report-
a-problem  or call the dog-fouling and fly-tipping reporting 
line on 01909 533533

 Member of Parliament
Jo White MP
EMAIL jo.white.mp@parliament.uk

 Pot Holes and Road Issues
Reporting potholes or other road Issues couldn't be 
easier, thanks to the MyNotts app.

The app allows you to report most highway issues directly 
to the County Council.  All you need to do is go online and 
download the MyNotts app from the Apple Store or 
Google Play to either your phone or tablet.

Additionally, you can call the pothole reporting line on 
03001 235000.  

Bassetlaw District Council
www.bassetlaw.gov.uk

Notts County Council
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk

 Other Useful Contacts
Lighting
03005 008080

Savanna Rags Clothing 
Full Bin - 01623 421555

Refuse/Missed Bins
01909 534501

Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
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